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Sunday, October 13, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

Today is October 13, 2024, marking the 107th anniversary of the sixth apparition of Our Lady in the village of Fatima, Portugal,
to the three children Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta. Looking back in history, a chapel was built in 1919 according to Our Lady’s
wishes. The Chapel of the Apparitions was destroyed by explosives in 1922. The main reason for this event is related to the
turbulent political and social context in Portugal at that time.

After Our Lady’s apparitions in 1917, the remote village of Cova da Iria in Fatima quickly became a place of pilgrimage and
religious devotion, attracting many Catholic faithful. However, Portugal was then under the rule of a secular republican
government with a strong anti-church stance. This government, along with some secular forces in society at the time, sought to
reduce the influence of the Catholic Church in public life. This led to attacks on religious symbols, churches, and church
institutions.

The bombing of the Chapel of the Apparitions in Fatima was part of this anti-Catholic wave. The opponents of religion destroyed
the chapel to hinder Fatima’s development as a religious pilgrimage site. However, after this event, the chapel was restored and has
become one of the largest Catholic pilgrimage sites in the world, attracting millions of faithful from all over the world. Today,
pilgrims visiting Fatima will find the chapel to the left of the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary.

There are chapels in the hearts of every faithful person where Our Lady has appeared but have not yet been built or have been
destroyed. This is because her message has not been heard. Or, if heard, it has not been acted upon. What is the message of Fatima?
Conversion of lives, Rosary recitation frequently, and devotion to her Immaculate Heart. The first step is to life conversion.

Conversion of our lives means letting go of the old self. The Chapel of the Apparitions was destroyed because people had not yet
let go of their old selves. Simply praying the Rosary is not enough. One must converse their life. There was a woman who, while
gossiping about other women in her devotional group over the phone, looked at her watch and said to the person on the other end,
“Let’s continue this another time. It’s time for me to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.”

Conversing one’s life means being “bright” enough to lead others. There was another woman addicted to gambling, who advised
her younger brother, who was an alcoholic, “If you’re determined to quit, you can do it.” But her own life was still full of darkness;
how could she advise anyone? There is a story that goes: A blind man was walking in the dark, carrying a lit lantern. People asked
him, “Why are you carrying a lantern?” The blind man replied, “T carry it so that others can see me.” As he walked along, someone
still bumped into him, causing him to fall. The blind man exclaimed, “Are you blind? Can’t you see I'm carrying a lantern?” The
other person replied, “Your lantern has been out for a long time, my friend.”

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuda Nhat, ngay 13 thang 10 ndm 2024

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chj Em:

Hom nay 1a ngay 13 thang 10 ndm 2024, ky niém ding 107 ndm 14n thd séu ngdy Piic Me hién ra tai lang Fatima bén nudc
B6 Dao Nha véi ba tré Lucia, Francisco va Jacinta. Ngugc dong lich st sau thdi diém d6, mot ngdi nha nguyén dugc xay
dung vao nim 1919 theo y ctia Ptic Me. Nha nguyén Diic Me Hién Ra di bi phd hiy bing chit nd vao nim 1922, khdng
phdi ndm 1921 nhu d6i khi bi nhdm 14n. Nguyén nhan chinh cta sy kién nay lién quan dén bdi canh chinh tri va xa hdi day
bién dong 6 Bd Pao Nha thoi ky do.

Sau khi Biic Me hién ra vao nim 1917, ng6i lang héo lanh Cova da Iria & Fatima nhanh chéng trd thanh ndi hanh hucng
va ton sting ton gido, thu hit nhiéu tin @ Cong gido. Tuy nhién, Bd Pao Nha liic nay dang dudi su cai tri ctia mot chinh
phti cdng hoa thé tuc c6 1ap trudng chdng gido hoi manh mé. Chinh phii nay va mdt s luc Iugng thé tuc trong xa hoi thoi
d6 tim c4ch gidm bét anh hudng ctia Gido hdi Cong gido trong ddi song cong cong. Diéu ndy din dén nhiing cudc tdn cong
vao cdc biéu tugng ton gido, nha thd va cdc cd sé clia Gido hoi.

Vu ddnh bom nha nguyén Dic Me Hién Ra & Fatima 1a mot phan trong 1an séng bai Cong gido nay. Nhiing ngudi chdng
d6i v6i ton gido da phd hily nha nguyén nhim ngin can sy phat trién ctia Fatima nhu mot dia diém hanh huong ton gido.
Tuy nhién, sau sy kién nay, nha nguyén di dugc phuc hdi va trd thanh mot trong nhiing dia diém hanh huong Cong gido
16n nhat th& gidi, thu hiit hang triéu tin dd tit khip noi trén thé gisi. Khach hang huong ngay nay dén Fatima s& thiy ngoi
nha nguyén & phia bén trdi clia quang trudng Dic Me RAt Thanh Man C6i. Trong Ndm Thanh 2025 t6i day, gido xi ching
ta s& t§ chifc chuyén hanh huong dén viéng Diic Me Fatima.

C6 nhiing ngdi thanh dudng hay nha nguyén trong tim hdn mdi ngudi tin hitu, noi Dic Me da “hién ra” rdi ma van chua
xay xong hay xay rdi ma bi phd huy. D6 14 vi 18i Me nhin nhti chua dugc ling nghe. Hoiic nghe ma chua dugc thuc hién.
Thong diép Fatima 1a gi? Cai thién ddi song, ning 14n chudi Man Coi va ton sing Trai Tim V& Nhiém Me. DAu tién 1a cdi
thién doi song.

Céi thién doi song l1a biét chét di con ngudi cii. Nha nguyén Dic Me Hién Ra bi phd huy 1a vi ngudi ta chua chiu chét di
con ngudi cii. Lin chudi Man Coi khong chua db. Phai cdi thién ddi sdng. C6 ba kia dang goi phone néi xau miy ba khic
trong hoi doan thi coi d@dng ho, rdi néi véi ba ban bén kia ddu gidy: “Thoi bita khéc néi ti€p. Dén gid tdi doc kinh Long
Chua Thuong X6t.”

Cai thién ddi s6ng 12 “sang” du dé din dit ngudi khac. C6 ba chi kia ghién chai dé, di khuyén 6ng em trai nghién rugu:
“May hiy quyét tim bd 1a 1am dugc”. Ddi ba ta con t&i 1dm, khuyén ai duge. C6 cau truyén ké ring: Mot ngudi mu kia di
trong tim t&i, trén tay anh cAm ciy dén chdy sang. Ngudi ta hoi anh, “tai sao anh cAm dén?” Ngudi mu ddp, “tdi cAm dén
dé€ ngudi khic con thiy t6i.” Dén khi di dudng trong dém thi vin bi ngudi ta dm Am vao té nga. Ngudi mi thdt 1én: “Anh
mi hay sao ma khong thay t6i cAm den?” Ngudi kia tra 15i: “Pén ong tit 1au rdi 6ng 0i.”

Lay Me Fatima: Xin cAu cho chiing con!
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
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