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Sunday, November 3, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

On All Souls’ Day (Dia de los Muertos in Latino culture), Catholics, particularly within the Latino community,
often visit cemeteries to remember and pray for the souls of the deceased. This is an important part of both cultural
and religious traditions, combining the Catholic belief in praying for the souls of the dead with indigenous
traditions that predate the spread of Christianity in Latin America.

In Latino culture, Dia de los Muertos is not only a day of remembrance but also a celebration of life and death.
People believe that on this day, the souls of the deceased return to reunite with their families. They prepare altars
(ofrendas) at home or at the gravesite, decorated with marigolds, candles, and photos of the deceased, along with
toods and items the deceased loved. The crowded cemeteries on this day reflect the community’s strong bond with
family and respect for their ancestors and their souls.

The Vietnamese also have similar cultural traditions. It’s about coming home. Family is the place to return to.
Whether it is a warm home or sometimes a grave, visiting the graves of loved ones is not just a moment to
remember past love but a present opportunity to express love. So, death is not the end. Love endures as if it were
never broken. We remain sincerely bonded with love. In life, we may feel mixed emotions, but when a loved one
is at eternal rest, visiting them is surely motivated by love. Moreover, visiting the graves of loved ones allows the
faithful to pray for them.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that: “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as
to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven” (1030). However, during this time of purification,
souls cannot pray for themselves. Only those still living can pray for them. Therefore, these souls need the prayers
of the living to reach heaven more quickly. For this reason, Catholics often visit cemeteries, especially during
November, to offer flowers, light incense, and pray for the souls resting there.

Saint Monica advised her son, Saint Augustine: “I have prayed for you all my life. When [ am gone, remember to
offer Mass regularly for me.” Pope Saint Paul VI, in his will, wrote: “Please, my dear secretary, Bishop Pasquale
Macchi, ensure a few Masses and charitable acts are offered [for me].” Father Peter Tran Luc, who built the Phat
Diem Cathedral, placed his grave at the entrance of the main gate so that no one would forget him and would pray
for him. So, let us remember to pray for our loved ones who have departed from this world. May eternal light shine
upon the faithful departed.

May eternal light shine upon the faithful departed.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chj Em:

Vao ngay 1 cic Péng Linh Hon (Dia de los Muertos trong viin héa Latino), ngudi Cong gido, dic biét 1a trong cong ddng
Latino, thudng ra nghia trang d€ tudng nhé va cau nguyén cho céc linh hdn nhiing ngudi da khuat. Pay 1a mot phan quan
trong trong truyén thdng vin héa va ton gido, két hgp gitta niém tin Cong gido vé viéc cau nguyén cho linh hdn ngudi chét
va cdc truyén thdng ban dia tif trude khi Kitd gido dugc rao gidng tai Chau M§ Latinh.

Trong vin héa Latino, Dia de los Muertos khong chi 12 mot ngay tudng nhé ma con 1a mot 1€ hdi ton vinh sy sdng va ca su
chét. Moi ngudi tin ring trong ngay nay, linh hdn ctia ngudi da khuit tré vé doan tu véi gia dinh. Ho chuin bi cdc ban tho
(ofrendas) tai nha hodc tai mo, trang trf bing hoa ciic van tho, nén va anh ciia ngudi da mat, kém theo thic #n va cic vat
dung ma ngudi da khuat yéu thich. Su dong dao tai nghia trang trong ngy 1& niy phan 4nh su gin b6 clia cong ddng véi
gia dinh va ton trong d6i vdi td tién va linh hdn cia ho.

Ngudi Viét ciing c6 nét vin héa va truyén théng tuong ti. D6 1 trd vé. Gia dinh 12 nha dé v&. O noi ngudi than dang cu ngu,
c6 thé 1a mot mdi am, cling c6 khi 1a mdt nAm md. Ngay ra viéng md ngudi than khong phéi 1a ngay hdi tidng vé mot tinh
yéu ctia ngay hom qua nhung con 1a phiit gidy hién tai d€ ta néi tiéng yéu thuong. Vay chét khdng phai 1a hét. Nho tinh yéu
ma gan nhu chua hé ¢ cudc chia ly. Chiing ta van ct gin b6 yéu thuong chan thanh khong gia doi. Khi song véi nhau thi
con ¢ liic thuong thuong ghét ghét. Chi khi mdt ngudi di an giac ngan thu ma ngudi con & duong thé ma dén thim ngudi
qué c6 thi chic chin do béi tinh yéu thic ddy chi khong thé khac hon. Ngoai ra, viéc di viéng md ngudi than con dé cho
ngudi tin hitu cAu nguyén cho ho.

Sach Gido 1y ctia Gido hoi Cong gido day ring: “Nhiing ngudi chét trong 4n sting va tinh than nghia v6i Thién Chiia, nhung
chua dugc thanh luyén hoan toan, thi tuy ho chic chén s& dudc ciiu @ mudn ddi, ho con phai chiu thanh luyén sau khi chét,
dé dat dugc su thanh thién can thiét hiu tién vio hudng niém vui thién dang” (s6 1030). Tuy nhién, trong thsi gian thanh
luyén, céc linh hon khong thé ciu nguyén cho chinh ho. Ngudi con song mdi c6 thé ciu nguyén cho ho. Nén céc linh hdn
cin sy cau nguyén clia ngudi sdng dé dugc sém 1én thién dang. Vi thé, nhiing tin hitu Cong Gido thudng d&n nghia trang,
nhat 1a trong thang 11 nay, d€ dang hoa, thip huong va cAu nguyén cho céc linh hdn dang yén nghi ndi d6. C4c linh hon
“thém” nhat 14 dudc ai cau cho.

Ba Théanh Monica nhin nht véi con minh 1a ong thanh Augustind: “Me da mdt ddi cAu cho con. Gid dén khi me lia tran,
con nhé dang 1€ thudng xuyén ciu cho me.” Thanh Gido hoang Phaold VI trong ban di chiic dé lai, da viét thé nay: “Xin
Thu ky riéng cta toi, Piic cha Pasquale Macchi than mén, hiy dam bao sip x&p cho mét vai thanh 1& cdu hdn [cho tdi] va
mot vai viéc thién...” Con Cha Phérd Tran Luc, ngudi xay dung ngdi nha thd chanh toa Phit Diém, da xiy ngdi mo cia
cha ngay giiia 16i vao & Phuong Dinh (c6ng chinh). P& khong ai 1ang quén nhung s& cAu nguyén cho cha. Vay ching ta hiy
nhé ciu nguyén cho than bing quyén thudc ma nay di lia cdi thé.

Xin cho 4nh sdng ngan thu chi€u soi trén c4c linh hdn da qua doi.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
Chanh xu
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