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Sunday, January 12, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

On January 2, 2025, the White House held a ceremony to award the Presidential Citizens Medal to 20
outstanding U.S. citizens who have made remarkable contributions to the United States over the decades.
These honorees, through their patriotism and dedication, have helped make the United States a better and
more compassionate nation. Among the 20 honorees, two individuals who were either awarded or
posthumously recognized for their service had connections to Vietnam during the war before 1975. They are
Diane Carlson Evans, a female veteran, and the late journalist Joseph L. Galloway. Let us learn more about
these two outstanding citizens.

Diane Carlson Evans was born in 1946 in Minnesota. After becoming a nurse, she joined the military and
served in Vietnam during the escalation of the war (1968—1969). Following her service as an Army nurse
during the Vietnam War, Diane Carlson Evans advocated for the establishment of a fund to build the Vietnam
Women’s Memorial to honor the women who served—a sacred duty of our nation to its soldiers. In addition
to leading the fund for the Vietnam Women’s Memorial, she spent decades after the war giving stories about
the experiences of women in wartimes.

Joseph Lee Galloway passed away in 2021 at the age of 80. Born in Texas, he was an American war
correspondent and columnist. During the Vietnam War, he often worked alongside U.S. soldiers he covered.
In 1998, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for heroism for carrying a severely wounded American
soldier to safety under heavy enemy fire in 1965 in Vietnam. From the Vietnam War to the Gulf War, Joe
Galloway spent decades sharing firsthand stories of the horror, humanity, and heroism of war. Known as a
“soldier’s journalist” and a friend of soldiers, he marched with American troops, saved wounded soldiers
under fire, and became the only civilian ever awarded the Bronze Star for valor in combat by the U.S. Army.
He was one of the most respected war correspondents of his time.

At the start of the new year in 2025, the United States honors former service member Diane Carlson Evans
and the late journalist Joseph Lee Galloway for their bravery and contributions. For Vietnamese people, this
occasion is an opportunity to show appreciation for their sacrifices during the Vietnam War. Even after the
war, they continued their efforts to honor and stand by soldiers, especially female service members. The
contributions of Diane Carlson Evans and Joseph Galloway have ensured that the soldiers who once sacrificed
for the cause of freedom and the defense of their country will not be forgotten.

On this occasion, generations of Vietnamese people also express our gratitude to the United States, its people,
and the American soldiers who fought for South Vietnam, shedding blood and tears for our homeland. Our
thanks extend to the families of these soldiers. Thank you, America.

Wishing you and your families a blessed week.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 12 thdng 1 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Hom 2 thang 1 nim 2025, Nha Tring di t6 chic 1€ trao ting Huin Chuong Cong Dan Téng Thong cho 20 cong dan Hoa
Ky ndi bat qua nhiéu thap nién. Ho 1 nhiing ngudi da c6 nhiing cdng hién ndi bt cho Hiép Chiing Qudc Hoa Ky. Nho
vao long yéu nudc va tinh than cdng hién, ma nhiing ngudi M§ nay da xy dung dat nudc Hoa Ky ngay mot trd nén tt
dep va nhan 4i hon. Trong danh sdch 20 ngudi dudc trao ting hoic truy ting Huan Chuong Cong Dan Téng Théng, c6
hai vi da tiing phuc vu tai Viét Nam trong thdi chién tru6c ndm 1975. D6 1a nit quan nhan Diane Carlson Evans va phéng
vién (qud c6) Joseph L. Galloway. Chiing ta hiy tim hiéu vé hai cong dan nay.

Ba Diane Carlson Evans sinh ndm 1946 tai bang Minesota. Sau khi trd thanh y t4, ba gia nhdp quan ddi va sang Viét
Nam phuc vu trong thdi diém cudc chién dang leo thang (1968-1969). Sau khi phuc vu nhu mot nit y t4 quin ddi trong
Chién tranh Viét Nam, ba Diane Carlson Evans d3 kéu goi thanh 1ap quy @& xay dung Dai Tudng niém Céic Nit Quan
Nhan tham gia cudc chién Viét Nam @€ vinh danh ho - mdt trong nhiing nghia vu thiéng liéng nhat clia dat nudc ching
ta ddi v6i nhitng ngudi linh. Ngoai viée diéu hanh quy ctia Dai Tuéng Niém Cac Nit Quan Nhan Tham Chién Viét Nam,
trong nhiéu thap nién sau cudc chién, ba ciing di c4c ndi thuyét trinh vé kinh nghiém ctia céc nit quan nhan trong chién
tranh.

Ong Joseph Lee Galloway qua ddi vao nim 2021 & tudi 80. Ong sinh trudng & bang Texas va 1a mot phéng vién chién
trudng va 1a nha binh luan ngudi My. Trong Chién tranh Viét Nam, 6ng thudng 1am viéc cling cdc binh s M§ ma dng
dua tin. Ong da dugc trao ting Huén chuong Sao Ddng vao nim 1998 vi di diing cam diia mot ngudi linh My bi thuong
ning dén noi an toan trong khi dang chiu hda luc day dic cia ké dich vao nim 1965 tai Viét Nam. Tif cudc chién Viét
Nam dén cudc chién & Vinh Ba Tu, 6ng Joe Galloway @ danh nhiéu thap ky chia sé nhiing cAu chuyén truc ti€p vé su
kinh hoang, nhan tinh va anh hung trén chién tridng. Pugc biét dén nhu mot nha bdo ctia ngudi linh va 1a ngudi ban cla
linh, 6ng da cung hanh quén véi cic binh s My, ctiu nhiing ngudi linh bi thuong trong lan dan, va tré thanh thudng dan
duy nhat dugc Quan ddi Hoa Ky trao ting Huan chuong Sao Pdng vi 1ong diing cdm trong chién d&u, mdt trong nhiing
phong vién chién tranh dugc kinh trong nhéat thdi dai ctia dng.

O thai diém diu nim méi 2025, nuée My vinh danh ba cyu nit quan nhan Diane Carlson Evans va c¢8 phéng vién Joseph
Lee Galloway vi long anh diing va nhiing cong hién ctia ho. Ngudi Viét ching ta cling mugn dip nay d€ tran trong véi
nhiing hy sinh ctia ho trong cudc chién Viét Nam. Va sau cudc chién, ho van tiép tuc chién dau bing nhiing nd luc khong
ngiing nghi d€ vinh danh nhiing ngudi linh, ddng hanh véi nhiing ngudi linh, cdch riéng 1a cdc nit quan nhan. Nhiing
déng gép ctia ba cuu quan nhan Diane Evans va c¢d phong vién Joseph Galloway nhim bio ddm ring nhiing ngudi linh
da mot thoi hy sinh cho 1y tudng tu do va bdo vé dat nudc s& khong bi lang quén. Ngudi Viét Nam qua nhiéu thé hé ciing
nhan dip nay cdm on dat nudc va ngudi dan Hoa Ky, va nhiing ngudi linh My da hy sinh du tranh cho mot Mién Nam
Viét Nam bing mdu va nuét mit cho Qué Huong chiing ta. Xin ciing cdm on gia dinh ctia nhiing ngusi linh. Xin cam
on nuéc My.

Cau chic anh chi em va gia dinh mot tuan an lanh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
Chanh xu
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