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Sunday, December 8, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

On December 6, 2024, the world-renowned American streaming giant Netflix released the film “Mary,” based on
the Gospel story of the Virgin Mary. The film was directed by American filmmaker D.J. Caruso, a devout Catholic
with a deep devotion to Mary. The screenplay was written by Timothy Michael Hayes. The release coincided with
the Catholic Church’s Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary and the global preparation for the Christmas
season.

The film tells the story of Mary, a Jewish virgin from Nazareth, who becomes pregnant in an extraordinary way,
described in the Gospel as “by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Mary faces societal stigma and brutal persecution
from King Herod, who orders the massacre of all infant boys in Judea to eliminate a perceived threat to his throne.
Mary and Joseph are forced to flee to protect their unborn child, whom they name Jesus after His birth. The film
promises a fresh perspective on the Christmas story, focusing on Mary’s courage and faith during her challenging
journey.

Even before its public release, the film faced hasty and untruthful criticism. In reality, the world of “Mary” was
meticulously recreated, with the screenplay undergoing more than 50 revisions. Contributions came from a wide
range of religious leaders, including priests, theologians, historians, and scholars, all of whom helped shape the
story. This collaborative effort ensured historical accuracy while centering on Mary’s experiences, offering a
portrayal of her rarely seen on screen.

A standout feature of “Mary” is its appeal to younger audiences. The director aimed to present Mary and Joseph
as young people, breaking away from the typical image of an old man pulling Mary on a donkey, protecting her
like a father figure. Instead, the film portrays them as two young individuals facing challenges together.

When asked about his inspiration for the film, director D.J. Caruso shared, “As a practicing Catholic, I believe
Mary is the most extraordinary woman to have ever walked the earth.” According to Caruso, like many reluctant
heroes, Mary faced immense difficulties, but in the decisive moment, she declared her “fiat” — “Let it be done to
me according to your word.” Producer Mary Aloe, also a Catholic, hopes that audiences will resonate with Mary’s
journey, her family’s sacrifices, and her calling to bring Jesus to humanity.

Interestingly, the production of this film about Mary also involved Pastor Joel Osteen, a famous American
preacher, as an executive producer. The Protestant pastor sought to share the Biblical story across denominational
boundaries. By contributing to a film exploring the life of a central figure in Christianity, Pastor Osteen hopes to
inspire viewers and encourage deeper exploration of faith.

May you and your family have a blessed Season of Advent.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 8 thang 12 ndm 2024

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngay 6 thang 12 ndm 2024 viia qua, cong ty ndi tiéng hang dau th€ gidi chuyén vé phim truc tuyén cia My Netflix da
cho ra mit bd phim “Mary”, dua trén cAu chuyén ctia Tin Miing vé Dtic Me Maria. Bd phim do dao dién ngusi My D.
J. Caruso thuc hién. Ong theo dao Cong Gido va rat sing kinh Diic Me. Kich ban phim dugc viét béi Timothy Michael
Hayes. BO phim nay phat hanh tring véi thdi diém Gido Hoi Cong Gido miing 1€ kinh Ptic Me Maria V6 Nhiém Nguyén
T6i, va thé gidi dang chuin bi d6n miing 1€ Gidng Sinh.

Ndi dung phim ké vé hanh trinh ctia Dtic Maria, mot trinh nit ngudi Do Théi & Nazareth, sau khi mang thai mot cdch bat
thudng, diéu ma Tin Miing goi 12 “bdi phép Chida Thanh Thin”. Pic Maria phai ddi mit véi su ky thi tif xa hoi va su
truy dudi tan bao tif Vua Hérodé, ngudi ra 1énh giét tat ca tré so sinh trong viing Judea dé loai bd méi de doa d&n ngai
vang ctia minh. Pic Maria va Thdnh Giuse budc phai chay trén dé bao vé dda con sép chao doi, ma khi ha sinh thi hai
ong ba dit tén 1a Giésu. B6 phim hida hen mang d&n mdt géc nhin mdi vé cau chuyén Giang Sinh, tip trung vao long can
d4dm va ddc tin ctia Ptic Maria trong hanh trinh ddy thii thach.

Trude khi phim dudc ra mit cong chiing thi ciing d c6 nhiing phé binh khd voi va va khong trung thuc v& bo phim. That
ra thi d€ t4i hién th& gi6i cia bo phim “Mary”, kich ban d trdi qua hon 50 14n chinh stia, véi su déng gép clia mot loat
céc lanh dao ton gido, bao gdm céc linh muc, nha than hoc, st gia va hoc gia, tat ca déu gitdp dinh hinh ciu chuyén. Qua
d6, nhitng nha Iam phim &t ning yéu t3 lich sii clia cAu chuyén, ddng thdi tap trung vao trai nghiém cta Dic Maria,
mang d&n mot géc nhin vé mot Maria ma ching ta hi€ém khi thdy trén man anh.

Diém dic biét ctia bd phim “Mary” 12 nhdm t6i khén gi tré. Va y dinh ctia dao dién 12 x4y dung hinh 4nh Maria va Giuse
12 nhiing ngudi tré tudi, diéu nay tao cAm gidc thi vi vi né khong phai 13 hinh 4nh mot 6ng gia kéo Maria trén lung liia,
bao vé Me nhu mdt ngudi cha. Thay vao d6, d6 la hai ngudi tré cling nhau d6i dién véi nhiing thi thach.

Khi dugc hoi v& ngudn cam hiing cho bo phim, dao dién DJ Caruso chia sé: “La mdt ngudi Cong Gido, toi tin ring Me
Maria 12 ngudi phu nit phi thudng nhat tiing budc di trén trdi dit nay.” Theo nha dao dién, giéng nhu nhiéu anh hiing bat
déc di, Piic Maria phai d8i mit véi nhiéu khé khiin, nhung vao thdi khic quyét dinh, Me di tuyén bd “fiat” ctia minh -
“Xin ct 1am cho t6i nhu 15i sif thin truyén.” Con nha san xuit bd phim Mary Aloe, ciing 12 mot tin hitu Cong Gido, thi
hy vong ring khan gi4 s& cAm nhan qua hanh trinh ctia Me Maria - nhiing hy sinh ctia gia dinh Me va on goi mang Chia
Giésu dén vé6i nhan loai.

Diéu thd vi 1a tham gia 1am phim vé Piic Me con c6 Muc su Joel Osteen, mdt nha giang thuyét ndi tiéng ngudi My, trong
vai trd nha san xuat diéu hanh. Vi muc su Tin Lanh mong mudn chia sé cau chuyén Kinh Th4nh vugt qua c4c ranh gi6i
clia gido phéi. Bing cich dong gop vao mét bd phim khdm pha cudc doi cia mot nhan vat trung tdm trong Kitd gido,
muc su Osteen mong mudn truyén cadm hiing cho ngudi xem va khuyé&n khich ho tim hiéu sau hon vé dic tin.

Cau chiic anh chi em va gia dinh mot Miia Vong an lanh.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
Chanh xu
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