Gido Xw Viét Nam Diac Me La Vang
Our Lady of La Vang Parish

Vian Phong Linh Muc Chanh Xit - Office of the Pastor

From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, December 22, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

Many years ago, during the Christmas season, Americans often decorated their homes with Christmas lights. This was
part of the tradition and culture of welcoming the festive season. This practice stems from several reasons:

Honoring religious significance: Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, and light is seen as a symbol of hope,
peace, and the presence of God among the good-hearted.

Creating a festive atmosphere: Christmas lights bring a shimmering, warm, and joyful beauty, enhancing the
excitement and joy of the year-end holiday season.

A long-standing tradition: Decorating with lights originated in Europe, where candles were used to adorn Christmas
trees. In the United States, this evolved into the use of electric lights in the early 20th century when lightbulbs became
more accessible and affordable for families.

Fostering community bonds: Decorating homes with Christmas lights also reflects a spirit of sharing and connection
among families in a neighborhood. Many communities organize events and Christmas concerts for people to participate
in and enjoy together.

Overall, decorating with Christmas lights is a way to spread the joy, warmth, and sense of community during the
Christmas season in the United States. However, in recent years, including this Christmas season, the streets seem
quieter, with fewer homes adorned with Christmas lights. Even in downtown San Jose, around City Hall, there is little
sign of Christmas, except for the “Christmas in the Park” display at Plaza de Cesar Chavez.

The Meaning of the 2024 Nativity Scene. This year’s Nativity Scene at Our Lady of La Vang Church was created by
artist and sculptor Bui Xuan Thai and built by the parish’s Building Committee. The parish expresses its sincere
gratitude to Mr. Thai and the construction team.

The number 50 commemorates the beginning of the 50th anniversary of Vietnamese refugees living in exile. If we wait
until next Christmas, this milestone would be almost past. The boat symbolizes the “boat people” of Vietnam who,
during the 1970s and 1980s, crossed the seas in search of freedom. Whether we are Vietnamese Americans who arrived
in the United States through boat journeys, sponsorship, as former political prisoners, Amerasians, or political refugees,
we all share the identity of “boat people.” Life itself is a journey across the seas.

So, what does the commemoration of 50 years of exile and the identity of “boat people” mean for the Nativity Scene of
20247 This is the answer from over 2,000 years ago: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)

Vietnamese refugees feel a deep connection with the Holy Family—1Jesus, Mary, and Joseph—who also once bore the
identity of refugees (Pope Francis). More importantly, we have seen the “Star of Bethlehem.”

May you and your family have a blessed Christmas!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuda Nhat, ngay 22 thdng 12 ndm 2024

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Nhiéu nidm trudc day, khi @&n mua Gidng Sinh, ngudi dan Hoa Ky thudng trang tri dén Gidng Sinh quanh nha. Pay la
mot phin ctia truyén thong va viin héa chao d6n mua 1& hoi. Diéu nay xuét phét tif nhiéu 1y do:

To6n vinh ¥ nghia toén gido: Giang Sinh 1a dip ky niém su ra d5i ciia Chiia Giésu, va 4nh sang dudgc coi 12 biéu tugng clia
hy vong, binh an, va su hién dién ctia Thién Chia & duéi thé cho ngudi thién tim.

Tao khéong khi 1€ hoi: Dén Giang Sinh mang lai vé dep lung linh, 4m 4p, va vui vé, 1am tdng thém sy hao hing va niém
vui trong dip 1€ cudi nim.

Truyén thong lau doi: Trang tri bing 4nh sang bit ngudn tit chau Au, khi ngudi ta st dung nén dé trang tri ciy thong
Noel. Tai Hoa Ky, diéu nay di phat trién thanh viéc s dung den dién tii diu thé ky 20, khi béng den tré nén phd bién
va kinh t& gia dinh néi chung 1a c6 diéu kién.

Gin két cong déng: Viéc trang tri nha clia v6i den Gidng Sinh con thé hién tinh thin chia sé va gin két giita cic gia
dinh trong khu phd. Nhiéu cong ddng t6 chic cdc su kién va cdc budi hoa nhac Gidng Sinh &€ moi ngudi cliing tham gia
va thudng thc.

Nhin chung, trang tri dén Gidng Sinh 12 mdt cdch dé lan tda niém vui clia mia 1& Giang Sinh, sy 4m 4p, va tinh cong
ddng ctia ngudi dan Hoa Ky. Tuy nhién, trong nhiing nim tré lai ddy, hay nhu trong muia Gidng Sinh nim nay, cdc dudng
phd c6 vé ving ling, it nha trang tri dén Gidng Sinh hon. Ngay & trung tim thanh phd San Jose, noi c6 Toa D6 Chénh,
ciing cha ai nhin thay chiit gi 12 khong khi Gidng Sinh, ngoai trlii duy nhat c6 khu “Christmas in the Park” & cdng vién
Plaza de Cesar Chavez.

Y nghia méng cé 2024: Téic phiam mang c6 trong nha thd Pic Me La Vang nim nay do hoa si va diéu khic gia Bui
Xuan Thai sang tac va Ban X4y Dung cua gido xit thyc hién. Gido xu xin chan thanh tri 4n anh Thdi va cic anh em xay
dung. Con s& 50 1a d€ ghi nhé khéi dau ky niém 50 nim tha huong ctia ngudi Viét ti nan. Néu dgi dén Giang Sinh nim
sau thi ching ta di gan qua hét d4u mdc nay. Con thuyén 12 biéu tugng ctia “thuyén nhan” Viét Nam trong nhiing thap
nién 70 va 80 clia thé ky trudc da vuot bién di tim dudng tu do. Dui nay chiing ta 12 nhiing ngudi My goc Viét, du dén dinh
cu & Hoa Ky biing con dudng vudt bién, bao lanh, cuu tii chinh tri, con lai, hay ti nan chinh tri, thi ching ta déu mang
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14y than phan “thuyén nhan”. Vi cudc ddi von 1a nhiing chuyén ra khoi. Thé thi ky niém 50 nim tha huong va than phan
“thuyén nhan” ¢ y nghia gi v6i Mang Cé Chia Hai Pong ctia ndm 2024? DAy 1a cau tra 15i ca hon 2,000 ndm trudc:
“Ngoi Loi da lam ngudi va & gitta chiing ta.” (Jn 1:14) Nhiing ngudi Viét ti nan cdm thay minh rat gan giii v6i Gia Dinh
Thanh Gia - Chda Giésu, Me Maria va Thanh Giuse - v6n ciing tiing mang than phan ti nan nim xua (DTC Phanxicd).
Va quan trong hon c 1a chiing ta da nhin thdy dugc “4nh sao B& Lem”.

Cau chic moi gia dinh mot Mua Gidng Sinh an binh.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
Chanh xt

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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