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From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, December 15, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

This Friday, our parish will hold the Christmas music night “T4u Khiuc Bé Lem” (Bethlehem Melodies or
Concert). This event has almost become a beautiful annual tradition, known to every Catholic in San Jose during
the Christmas season. Since the dedication of our new church, the production and program of Bethlehem Melodies
have reached new level, thanks to the creativity of the director and those who plan the night.

This year, the theme of Bethlehem Melodies is “Star of Peace.” It is a meaningful theme for the Christmas music
night, evoking warmth and hope during the festive season. This theme conveys a message of peace, love, and hope
in the sacred atmosphere of Christmas. Below are some reflections on the significance of this theme:

Symbol of Peace: The “Star” calls to mind the guiding star that led the shepherds and the Magi to the manger
where Christ was born. That star symbolizes hope, peace, and an invitation to love and compassion.

Aspiration for Peace: In a world filled with turmoil and conflict, the theme “Star of Peace” serves as a prayer and
a wish for global harmony and safety. Each of us can be a “small star,” spreading love and striving for a happier,
united world.

Light of Guidance: The star represents guidance and illumination, helping people recognize the path of love,
forgiveness, and compassion in life.

Hope and Faith: Christmas always brings hope and faith in goodness. The “Star of Peace” reminds us to trust in
the future and to work together to create a world filled with love.

Connecting People: The light of the star not only shows the way but also connects hearts, creating a space where
people can sing together, share joy, and spread love.

From this one theme, we can find a meaning that encompasses our entire lives — our aspirations, our paths, our
taith, and our love. With just one “star” — the Infant Jesus — our lives are illuminated, filled with peace, and
guided toward goodness.

A special highlight of this year’s Bethlehem Melodies is a unique gift from Pope Francis, sent directly from the
Vatican. It is a statue of the Baby Jesus, blessed by the Holy Father himself. There will be a drawing, and one lucky
individual will receive this extraordinary gift from the Pope. Additionally, the program will include a visit from
“Santa Claus Father Anthony,” riding a reindeer sleigh loaded with gifts for attendees. In modern terms, it’s
guaranteed to be a “fun- filled” evening. The Christmas spirit should be like that.

I hope to see you at the Christmas Concert night this Friday!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 15 thdng 12 nim 2024

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Thd S4u tuin nay, gido xd ching ta s& c6 dém thanh ca Gidng Sinh Tau Khic Bé Lem. Gn nhu day 1a truyén thong t6t
dep mdi nim ma nhic dén San Jose thi ngudi tin hitu Cong Gido nio ciing biét chuong trinh nay vao mua Giang Sinh.
Va ké tli khi c¢6 ngdi gido dudng méi thi phan dan dung ciing nhu bién tap chuong trinh ctia TAu Khiic B& Lem di budc
vao mdt “cung bac” méi, thang hoa hon, cling nhd vio nhiing sang tao ctia anh chi em trong Ban T3 Chiic cia gido xu.
Nim nay, chii @& ciia chuong trinh T4u Khiic Bé Lem 12 “Anh Sao An Binh”. Day 14 mét chii dé giau y nghia cho dém
nhac Giéng Sinh, mang dén cdm gidc 4m 4p va hy vong trong mua 1€ hdi. Chi dé clia dém nhac Gidng Sinh nay truyén tai
thong diép vé& hoa binh, yéu thuong va hy vong trong biu khi thiéng liéng nay. Dudi day 1a mot s6 y nghia tii chii d& nay.

Biéu tugng ciia Binh An: “Anh sao” gdi nhé dén ngdi sao dan dudng cho cidc muc ddng va ba nha dao si tim dén hang
d4, noi Chiia Gidng Sinh d3 ra doi. Ngoi sao 4y 1a biéu tugng ctia hy vong, hoa binh, va 15i mdi goi dén véi tinh yéu va
su ddng cam.

Khat Vong Hoa Binh: Trong bdi canh thé gidi day bién dong va xung dot, chii dé “Anh Sao An Binh” nhu mét 16i cau
nguyén va mong udc cho thé gidi hoa binh va an lanh. Mdi ngudi 1a mot “ngdi sao nhd” cuing lan tda yéu thuong, hudng
t6i mot thé gi6i hanh phic va doan két.

Anh Séng Soi Pudng: Anh sao tugng trung cho sy din dit va chidu sdng, gidp con ngudi nhan ra con dudng ctia yéu
thuong, ctia sy tha thi, va ctia 1ong bao dung trong cudc sdng.

Su Hy Vong va Niém Tin: Giang Sinh luén mang dn hy vong va niém tin vao nhiing diu tt dep, va “Anh Sao Hoa
Binh” 12 mot 15i nhic nhé ring chiing ta hiy tin tudng vao tudng lai va cling nhau xay dung thé gidi tran day yéu thucng.

Két Néi Con Ngudi: Anh sang ciia sao khong chi soi dudng cho riéng minh, ma con két nSi nhiing tim hdn véi nhau,
mang lai mot khong gian ndi moi ngudi c6 thé cling nhau cat tiéng hat, chia sé niém vui, va lan tda su yéu thuong.

Tl mot cht dé thoi ma y nghia c6 thé néi 1a “phli séng” ca cudc ddi ching ta, véi khat vong sdng, véi mot con dudng,
vdi stic manh cla niém tin, va v6i niém yéu thuong. Cé mot “4nh sao” din dén Chiia Hai Ddng thoi ma doi ngudi duge
tod sdng, dudc an binh, va song ddi thién tim.

Trong chuong trinh Tau Khic Bé Lem 2024 nidm nay, ngoai ndi dung I c4c bai hat thdnh ca Giang Sinh véi nhiéu cung
bac duge hoa am mdi, con c6 moén qua déc biét ctia Pic Thanh Cha Phanxico tii Vatican tdng. D6 1a biic tugng Chua Hai
Dong ma Diic Thanh Cha da 1am phép. Ching ta s& boc thim va mot ngudi may min s& nhan dugc mén qua ddc biét nay
ctia Diic Thanh Cha. Ngoai ra, trong chuong trinh con ¢6 dng gia Noel “Duy Tan” ¢di doan nai mang nhiéu mén qua cho
ngudi tham dy. N6i theo nhiing ngudi tré 1a “bao vui”. Khong khi mua Giang Sinh phai nén vay.

Mong gip anh chi em vao d&m Tau Khiic B& Lem.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
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